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PREFACE. 


B OTH our Loxp and his Apoſtles admoniſh 
us to © beware of falſe Prophets,” whom they 
deſcribe as © wolves in ſheep's cloathing ;” a 
very proper charatter of that man who while he 
impiouſiy pretends to be the LAMB of Gop, ridi- 
culouſly vaunts of his palace and his throne, and 
attempts to delude his followers with promiſes of 
earthly grandeur ; and at the ſame time thun- 
ders out the moſt terrible anathemas againſt all 
who diſbelieve him—Such is Richard Brothers, 


as the following pages will ſufficiently demon- 
rate. 


As to the concurring Teſtimonies of other 


contemporary Prophets like himſelf, they are as 
much beneath obſervation as they are above cor- 


rectian : but Mr. Halhed is @ 4; ferent cha- 
rafter : not only bis rank and connections in li fe, 
but bis learning and literary abilities make 

| it 
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it guſily a matter of aſtoniſhment to ſee him 
throw the gauntlet in defence of My. B. even 
though his own account will not ſuffer us to 
think very highly either of his judgment or 
integrity. The following remarks are ſub- 
mitted to his conſideration; and ſhould they fail 
of their defired end with him, it is hoped how- 
ever, they may not be without their uſe to 
fome of the more humble and well meaning 
ſubjedts of this delufion. 1 


| 
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AGE or CREDULITY, 


* N. B. HAL HED, By. MP, * 
SIR, | 


I HAVE long obſerved with regret the prone: 
neſs of mankind to believe any thing but ſacred 
truth; and that many perſons who are the moſt re- 
luctant to admit the Solar light of divine revela- 
tion, are the firſt to be led away by every ignis 
fatuus that offers to attract them. Thus the nas 
tion who rejected the well-authenticated miſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, had no ſooner crucified him, than 
they were deceived by a ſucceſſion of various im- 
poſtors, to their own deſtruction. And in the 
preſent © Age of Infidelity,” when it is become ſo 
faſhionable to reje& and even ridicule the ſcrip- 
tures, it is lamentable to ſee how many are de- 
luded by every idle pretence to prophecy and in- 
ſpiration; inſomuch that the preſent age ſeems 
likely to prove as credulous as it is unbelieving z 
and to bear the impreſſion of two characters, ap- 
Parentiy inconſiſtent - credulity and unbelief, 
B Among 


1 

Among the pretenders of the preſent day, Mr. 
Baornxs certainly merits the conſpicuous rank 
you have given him, if in no other reſpect, at 
leaſt for the boldneſs of his language and predic- 
tions. I ſhould not, however, have thought this 
ſufficient to entitle Mr, B. to public animadver- 
ſion; nor have attempted to argue with a man 
who diſdains the uſe of reaſon, under the pre- 
tence of being inſpired by the prophetic ſpirit. 
But ſince you, ſir, have thought proper to throw 
the weight of your learning and abilities into the 
fame ſcale with his pretenſions, 1t ſeems time to 
ſuſpend the beam, and try them “ by the ba- 
lances of the ſanctuary.” But before I enter 
on this controverſy, I think it neceſſary to pre- 
miſe, that my deſign has no immediate con- 
nexion with politics, Far be it from me to be an 
advocate for war, Nor is it my deſign to diſpute 
the probability of ALI. Mr. B's predictions, con- 
ſidered as conjectures formed, either upon the 
ſcripture prophecies, or from the preſent ſtate of 
circumſtances in Europe, Our Lord directed his 
diſciples to obſerve the ſigns of the times;” and 
it requires no ſpirit of prophecy to ſee that they 
are dark and threatening; or to foretel that when 
a nation has filled up © the meaſure of its ini- 
quity,” (as I fear ours has nearly done) that God 
will fill up the meaſure of its puniſhment. 

W. aving then all extraneous matters of enquiry, 
the 


8 
the ſimple queſtion between us is Whether Mr. 
Brothers be a true prophet, and his predictions in- 
ſpired by God? Lou take the affirmative, and I 
the negative of this query; in examining which, 
I propoſe, firſt, to conſider the arguments you ad- 
vance in favour of his miſſion, and Ra ſtate 
my objections againſt it, | 

I. You properly obſerve, that Richard Bro- 
thers pretends to an immediate and direct in- 
ſpiration from God; and add, © I take upon my- 
ſelf to prove, by the ordinary exertion of HUMAN 
SAGACITY, that he is really inſpired“ .“ Here 
then we join iſſue, and I am happy to meet with 
you in the diſpoſition to reſt the matter on “ the 
ordinary exertion of human ſagacity,” becauſe my 
pretenſions riſe no higher. You proceed to prove 
your point in this manner: He tells us (you 
truly obſerve in a dry, conciſe, unqualified aſſer- 
tion, that ſuch a thing is ſo and ſo—as he has it 
from God; but he gives us no reaſon why it 
ſhould be ſo; and we ſee at once that he repeats 
his leſſon by hearſay.” TI confeſs I am not uſed 
to conſider the want of reaſon as an evidence of 
inſpiration z nor does it ſtrike me that an aſſertion 
muſt be true becauſe it is dogmatical, unqualified, 
or. founded upon hearſay. However, you pro- 
ceed—* I will take his clue, and lead you on, ſtep. 


* Teſtimony, 2d. Edit. p. 13. + Ib. 
— B24 dy 
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by ſtep, through the different degrees of analyſis, 
till you come to the very concluſion with which 
he ſets out; — ſhewing you by ſcientifica] proceſs, 
and almoſt ocular demonſtration, all the predi- 
caments which he has totally omitted and ſo 
correct my arguments with his affirmations, that 
they ſhall mutually ſupport, corraborate, and con- 
firm each other. The analyſis, on my part ſhall 
give evidence to the authenticity of his inſpiration 
and the aſſertion on his part ſhall 2 canver ſo bear 
witneſs to the fidelity of my expoſition®,” | 

My deſign, fir, is to follow you ſtep by ſtep in 
this inveſtigation, and to examine firſt the evidence 
you produce, and then the concluſion you infer 
from it.— But previous to either, I think it ne- 
ceſſary to advert a little to the hypotheſis on which 
you attempt to explain the ſcriptures, and de- 
Cypher the prophetic images. 

All prophecies,” you think . are neither more 
nor leſs than true genuine 2nigmas+.” This is 
much too general—fome prophecies are clear and 
expreſs without obſcurity, and without figure; 
ſuch were ſome of thoſe reſpecting the Meſſiah, and 
ſeveral others referred to below , and ſuch I think 
are moſt of the predictions of Mr. Brothers. Many 
prophecies are however enigmatical, and require 
à clue or key to open them; but that among 


®* Teſtimony, p. 13. I +Ibdp.g. 
1 See 1 Kings, xxii. 28. 2 Kings vii. 1. viii. 10, 13. 
RX. 32, &c. &. 
; ſeveral 


(2g. 3 

ſeveral ſentences, or diſtinct members of one ſen- 
tence, the meaning is all contained in a ſingle phraſe 
ouly*,” is a poſition I can by no means admit; 
much leſs that any paſſages are © inſerted for the 
ſole purpoſe of miſguiding, and putting to fault+® 
our conjectures. A ſentiment this, highly un- 
worthy of God, and a canon of criticiſm, the moſt 
arbitrary that can be conceived, as we ſhall haye 
_ farther occaſion to obſerve hereafter, 

I now come to your evidence. The firſt is the 
prophet Daniel, who (chap. vii.) ſaw a viſion of 
four-beaſts, which, it is agreed, ſignify four potent 
kings, or rather monarchies : the firſt, a lion, 
with eagle's wings, you and Mr. B. explain of 
our preſent beloved Sovereign : the ſecond a bear, 
you are confident means the preſent Empreſs ot 
Ruſſia; the third a leopard with wings you inter- 
pret of the late Lewis XVI. of France, and the 
laſt, a monſter with various heads and horns, 
you explain of the preſent Emperor of Germany 
and his Electors. 

You doubtleſs are aware that commentators give 
a very different account of this viſion; but perhaps 
my readers may not be diſpleaſed at contraſting 
the uſual Interpretation with Mr. B's, and 1 ſhall 
give as 1 proceed my reaſons for preferring the 
former. | | 


It equally ſuits both hypatheſes to obſerve that 


”T eſtimony, p. 9. + Ibid. p. 12. 
theſe 


LE a, 
theſe beaſts aroſe out of the ſea, which you vroptrly | 
explain, in the language of St. John, of © peoples, 
cc and multitudes, and nations, and tongues“;“ 
whoſe continual commotions and revolutions are 
properly typified by the reſtleſſneſs and perpetual 
motion of the waves, 

The firſt beaſt was like a Lrow and had eagle's 
wings: a double emblem as I conceive of royalty, 
fince the lion and eagle are monarchs of the beaſts 
and birds. A lion is alſo the natural emblem of 
ſtrength, and the eagle of ſwiftneſs, rapacity, and 
ambition. All theſe properties agreed in the Ba- 
by lonian monarchy, which was eminently great and 

its conqneſts rapid: and to it both theſe _— 
are elſewhere applied f. 

The following words, I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, WREREwITEH þ it was lifted 
up from the earth, and (it was) made ftand 
upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was 
given to it“ - theſe words are ſuppoſed to refer to 
the humiliation and converſion of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who after elevating himſelf as more than 


mortal, had his wings plucked, and was reduced 
even below humanity. ' 


of o Teſtimony, p. 25. Jer. iv. 7, 13. xlviii. 40. 

Fe Warxzwir z; fo the Engliſh margin, and that this is 
the 3 ſenſe appears from the connection; for it is very 
unnatural to ſuppoſe the body lifted from the earth, after the 
wings were plucked of their feathers. 
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You chuſe to make © wings” enigmatical of 
fails or ſhipping, and I acknowledge the reſem- 
blance; but I much doubt whether you can give any 
clear inſtance of this uſe of the emblem in the pro- 
phets, eſpecially as you have not attempted it; and 
till you can do this, or ſet aſide the above equally 
natural expoſition of the image, I cannot think 
you are to be commended for reſting the whole of 
your claim to penetration on this circumſtance. 

The ſecond heaſt was „ like to a BEAR,“ 
which, I ſuppoſe becauſe bear ſkins come from 
Ruſfia, you are perſuaded can be no other than 
Catherine, the preſent Empreſs of the Ruſſias: 
but without pretending to diſprove your ſimili- 
tude, there is ſufficient reaſon for the application 
of this image to the Medo-Perſians,—Cruelty 
and voraciouſneſs are the indiſputable charac- 
teriſtics of this animal, and theſe kindred pro- 
perties are unive ſally aſcribed to them by antient 
hiſtorians, both ſacred and profane. Jaiab {peaks 
of them as cruel in the extreme“; and Feremiab 
calls them emphatically, * the ſpoilers t; Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus deſcribes them as guilty of the 
moſt horrid cruelties even in their acts of juſtice. 
Father Calmet ſays, they exerciſed a dominion 
the moſt ſevere and cruel that we read of. There | 

* Iſaiah xiii. 18, + Jer. li. 48, 56. 

+ See Bp. Newton on the Prophecies. Dif. xiv. To 
whom I have had recourſe in the whole of theſe interpretations. 
h 18 
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is another property of this animal, no leſs applica- 
ble to this people who were exceeding beariſh and 
unſociable in their manners, inſomuch that one of 
their princes (Dejoces) iſſued a decree which was 
afterwards perpetuated, forbidding any of the 
courtiers to ſmile in the royal preſence, and wholly 
excluding others from approaching it. 

The prophet adds, © It [the bear] raiſed itſelf up 
on one ſide; i. e. the Perſian fide; ſor after the 
ſhore reign of the firſt Darius or Cyaxeres, all the 
fucceeding kings were Perſians. This bear had alſo 
' ſomething monſtrous in its formation. © It had 

three ribs in the mouth of it, between the teeth of 


it.“ Theſe Sir J. Newtonexplains of the kingdoms 


of Babylon, Lydia and Egypt, which fell between 
the teeth of the bear; i. e. were conquered and op- 
preſſed by the Perſians, and afforded ſtrength to 
their monarchy, but were not original or eſſential 
parts of it. If however you chooſe to adhere to 
the idea of their being the three appetites of luſt, 
ambition and cruelty, they will apply as well to 
the Perſian as the Ruſſian government: ſo will 
the order to © ariſe and devour much fleſh.” 

The third beaſt was a LEOPARD, and this is com- 
monly applied to the Grecian monarchy under 
Alexander and his ſucceſſors, whoſe conqueſts 


were even more rapid than thoſe of the Babylonian; 
accordingly 


| (2 3 
accordingly this beaſt had four wings inſtead of 
two. The ſkin of this animal hath been a fine 
ſubject for fanciful remarks, both to you and the 
commentators; and I confeſs there is as little ſo- 
lidity in ſome of their obſervations, as in your re- 
marks upon the royal robes of Louis XVI. They 
have, however, I think much the advantage of 
you 1n explaining the four heads of this beaſt of 
Alexander's four ſucceſſors, who divided his em- 
pire into juſt ſo many parts; whereas it is, I think 
by a wonderful ftretch of imagination, you make 
our K. Charles 1. oneof the heads of the French mo- 
narghy, while you explain the other three of the 
princes of the preſent age. 

If I were to compare this monarchy to the pre- 
ceding, I might remark, that as the leopard poſ- 
ſeſſes the ſame ſavage diſpoſition with the bear, ſo 
the Grecians, particularly Alexander, copied part 
of the vices of the Perſians; and yet as the lco- 
pard (or panther, the ſpecies here probably in- 
tended) greatly exceeds the other in exterior 
form and the beauty of its ſkin ; ſo that illuſtrious 
conqueror, as he has been called, poſſeſſed a kind 
of magnanimity and generoſity mingled with his 
crimes, which diſguiſed his true character, and 
dazzled many of his hiſtorians. 

The fourth beaſt was a MoxsTER without a 
name; but I conceive a ſtriking image of the 

C. = Roman 
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Roman power which was © diverſe from all that 


were before it.” The ten horns were the ten king- 


doms into which the Roman empire was at length 
divided; the little horn being the Pope or anti- 
chriſt, to which all that is ſaid of it wonderfully 
agrees; and this is not only the ſentiment of the 
beſt critics and commentators, but is to be found 
even in MachiavePs Hiſtory of Florence“. | 
There is no diſpute but the deſtruction of theſe 
Powers is to introduce a glorious diſplay of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, and a ſtate of peace, happi- 
neſs, and moral purity hitherto unexampled in the 
hiſtory of the world. FILE 
- Beſide the reaſons above hinted, there are ſome 


_ others of conſiderable weight which induce me to 


prefer the common interpretation to yours. They 
are, 

| iſt. That this viſion of Daniel ſeems evidently 
related to ſome others in the ſame book. Thus the 
lame monarchies were repreſented to Nebuchad- 
nezgar as the different parts of a magnificent 
Coloſſal image. The ſimilitude of the firſt and 
laſt parts is particularly ſtriking z the Babyloniſh 


empire, which in one is compared to a golden 


head, is in the other a winged lion, where is the 
fame pre-eminence in both. The laſt, or Roman 
empire is in the image, a ſtrange admixture of 


* See Bp. Newton, Diſ. xiv, 
clay 
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clay and iron; and the feet divided into ten toes, 
in DaniePs viſion is a monſter with ten horns. 

Again, there ſeems no doubt but the viſion of 
the Ram and Goat in the next chapter, refers to 
the Perſian and Grecian monarchies, and yet here- 
in ſeems a very evident reference to the third 
beaſt or leopard, the four horns here anſwering 
to the four heads there, ; 

2dly. The common interpretation is more con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, with prophetic imagery and 
with the interpretation of the angel. In all the 
other viſions of the ſame nature the beaſts or king- 
doms are ſucceſſive, not contemporary; this was 
particularly the caſe of the four monarchies in- 
tended by the metal image in chap. ii. and in the 
preſent viſion, though the ten horns are contem- 
porary, the little horn was to ariſe after them, 
which agrees much better with the pope, than 
with the king of Pruſſia. 

3dly. There is a particular circumſtance rela- 
tive to the little horn of the fourth beaſt, which 
puts it out of all doubt that it muſt refer to 
anti-chriſt ; for this is ſaid to ariſe after the others, 
to exerciſe a more cruel perſecuting power, and 
to laſt until a time, times, and the dividing of 
time,“ which agrees with the period of anti- 
chriſt's reign in all other places, viz, three myſtical 
years and an half, or 1260 natural ones . But 

Comp. Dan. vii. 25. xii. 7. with Rev. X11. 14. 
C 2 none 
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none of theſe can with any appearance be aſ- 
cribed to the king of Pruſſia,” of whoſe dominion 
even Mr. B. ſays nothing like univerſal monarchy, 
and as to the time of his reign, he tells us it will 
be but ſhort +, 

Your next evidence is taken from the 24. book 
of the apocryphal EsDras, chap. xi. Now 
this 2d, book of Eſdras (you obſerve) has hither- 
to been efteemed an apocryphal compoſition of 
the loweſt order, and ſo it is termed in our 


church bibles, where it is ſaid to have been writ- 


ten about the time of Domitian by ſome learned 
Hebrew, to be extant only in the Latin, and to be 


_ ſtuffed full of Jewiſh fables and Rabinical rhapſo- 


dies 4.“ To this I ſubſcribe, except that I ſup- 
pole it a forgery of a more ancient date; but that 
it 1s a forgery I think no reaſonable man can 
doubt, who examines either its internal & or ex- 
ternal evidence; which indeed appears ſo weak 
that even the council of Trent, who admitted 
Tobit and his dog into their canon, rejected Eſ- 
dras. 5 

It is not therefore worth while to enquire into 
the import of this viſion. Such prophets as the 


Pſeudo-Eſdras and Mr. Brothers may give teſti- 


+ Rev. Know. b. 2. t Teſtimony, p. 23. 
$ See ch. v. 4, &c. vii. 28. xiii. 40, &c. 
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mony to each other; and J doubt not but many 
other predictions equally clear and authentic will 
be found in the works of the conjurors and fanatics 
of all ages. © But what is the chaff to the wheat? 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ?” 

If we were, however, to admit both the viſion 
and your interpretation in the main, there is a 
ſtriking inconſiſtency in your explanation, The 
eagle, you obſerve juſtly, is the type of Rome; 
the eagle therefore in Eſdras is the Roman 
empire: and yet when you come to explaia_a 
ſubſequent verſe (the 36th.) you admit this ea- 
ole is “the very ſame with that fourth beaſt 
which Daniel ſaw, but did not delineate*,” By 
conſequence then if the eagle in Eſdras means the 
Roman empire, ſo muſt the fourth beaſt in Daniel, 
and not the emperor of Germany as firſt ex- 
plained. | 

We now come to the book of the ReveLaTION 
where we read of the fall of Babylon. That by 
Babylon is meant Rome, is a caſe ſo clear that, not 
only the Commentators, but even yourſelf and Mr, 
Brothers, admit it: yet to ſerve a purpoſe you in- 
form us, that, contrary. to the harmony of the 
prophecies, and all ſober rules of interpretation, 
in one particular place, Babylon intends Lox pox. 


* Teſtimony, p. 29. 
. Your 
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Your method of proving this is indeed very curi- 
ous, and founded upon the extraordinary rule you 
lay down for expounding prophecies, After quot- 
ing Rev. xviii. 11—13. you ſay—“ Here we have 
an inſtance of the prophetic art I formerly men- 
tioned, by which the prominent features of the 
repreſentation or viſion are ſuch as are put on pur- 
poſe to miſſead the obſerver ; z and the key to the 
myſtery lies quite in the ſhade and obſcurity of the 
back ground. For all this long and tedious enu- 

meration of wares and commodities 1s really nothing 
at all to the buſineſs of the prophecy, whoſe real 
explication lies wholly in the laſt five words 
SLAVES AND SOULS OF MEN*,” A bold charge 
this againſt an inſpired writer, to ſay that out of 
three long verſes, there are but © five words,” 
which are © at all to the buſineſs of the pro- 
phecy !” bolder ſtill to aſſert that the reſt are ad- 
ded © on purpoſe to miſlead the obſerver !”? 

But ſuppoſe ſome other Commentator was to 
aſſert on the ſame principle, that the firſt article 
of this inyentory, © the merchandize of gold and 
ſilver” was the only article of eonſequence; or a 
third fix upon the odours, ointments, and fran- 
kincenſe” as the eſſential part of the prophecy 
how ſhould we decide on theſe different expoſi- 
tions? ] can think of no method but by a new re- 


2. Teſtimony, | p- 32. 
velation, 


( 23 ) 
velation, and that, ad infinitum, ſubject to the 
ſame uncertainty. 

However Mr. Brothers and the Avignon Society 
may ptophecy on this principle of not ſaying one 
word in ten to the purpoſe, the ſcriptures ate “ a 
more ſure word of prophecy,” and I ſcruple not 
to aſſert that every article in this liſt forms a part 
of the merchandize of Rome, the true myſtic Ba- 
bylon. Let us enumerate them. Are not then 
gold and filver and precious ſtones, and pearls 
and fine linen and purple and ſilk and ſcarlet and all 
thyine [or fragrant] wood, and all veſſels of ivory 
and moſt precious wood, and of braſs, iron and 
marble” uſed in the pompous and ceremonial wor- 
ſhip of the Romiſh church ? Do they not bura the 
moſt coſtly incenſe, cinnamon, and odours and 
ointments (or perfumery) and frankincenſe?”—Do 
they not in their worſhip. uſe ine and oil, fine 
flour and wheat? Are not all theſe then articles 
of Rome's merchandiſe? 

The remaining particulars are the “ beaſts 
(cattle) and ſheep,” conſumed by their eccleſtaſ- 
tical drones, and the tribes of uſeleſs monks, 
nuns, &c.—“ The horſes and chariots” by which 
they are enabled to loll at their eaſe and at the ex- 
pence of the poor. And laſtly “ ſlaves,” or ra- 
ther Bop iEs, and ſouls of men.” Theſe are the 
emphatic articles, and what you inſiſt on to 

prove that London, and not Rome, is the market 

| intended 
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intended ; and your reaſons are moſt curious: 
« What nation (you ſay) is notorious for its ex- 
tenſive and abominable traffic in ſlaves? Surely 
no part of Italy.” That London may have ri- 
valled Rome in ſome articles of criminal traffic, 
may be too true ; and God forbid I ſhould at- 
tempt to palliate the horrors of the ſlave trade 
but did Mr, Halhed never read of a flave- 
market at Rome? Did he never in particular 
hear of our anceſtors being fold there pub- 
licly like cattle ? The fact is ſufficiently notori- 
ous*, and the hiſtory of Rome, chriſtian as well 
as heathen, is full of ſuch diſgraceful facts. But 
it is in England only you think that ſouls are 
put up to ſale: and the houſe of commons is (alas!) 
the market !1-—That you, ſir, and too many 
others may have fold both your own ſouls and 
your country, is perhaps too true, and equally la- 
mentable; and, though you may not have the re- 
ward you expected, I think you will not deny you 

have had—as much as you deſerved ! 


Bede relates that ſome Britiſh youths being expoſed for 
fale at Rome, Gregory (afterwards pope) greatly admiring 
their countenances, enquired of what country they were; 
and being to'd that they were Angles, [i. e. Anglo Saxons]. 

« Right (replied he) for they have angelic countenances, 
and are fit to be co-heirs with the angels.” After a few more 
puns of the ſame kind, a miſſion was ſet on foot to convert 
our Saxon anceſtors to popery. Bede's Eccl. Hiſt, lib, 1, 

c. 25. 
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But why can men only ſell their ſouls in Eng- 
land? Becauſe in arbitrary countries you ſay no 
man © can truly and properly call his ſoul his 
own.” How ſo? undoubtedly becauſe the mul- 
titudes in ſuch countries are ſlaves to their deſ- 
potic rulers. On the contrary, in England free- 
dom is our birth-right, and even a ſlave pur- 
chaſed abroad is free the moment he fets foot on 
Engliſh ground. So far then from England being 
the only country which deals in ſlaves, it is almoſt 
the only one in which ſlavery is prohibited. 

But there is another ſenſe ſtill more emphatical, 
and which I conceive to be the true import of the 
prophecy. The church of Rome is the only 
market for pardons and indulgences and other ar- 
ticles of ſpiritual merchandize: and as, in my 
views he that buys a pardon ſells his own foul, it 
is for this reaſon the inſpired writer, conſiders 
Rome as the great emporium of ſouls. 

The other characters of Sodom, Egypt and Feru- - 
ſalem, in a myſtic ſenſe, are certainly at leaſt as 
applicable to Rome as London: and the objec- 
tion of Rome being an inland country, and there- 
fore not adapted for trade, is anſwered by your 
own rule of preſerving the allegory throughout 
the whole is figurative. 

Having now examined the premiſes on which 
you reaſon, and endeavoured to invalidate your 


. and refute your expoſitions, I will 
#® Teſtimony, p. 24. | 
_ 20 


both; that is, to ſu ppoſe you have given the 
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#0 ſo far back as to ſuppoſe the truth of 


true meaning of the ſeriptures adduced, and 
that your arguments are concluſive in. fayour 
of thoſe interpretations come now to inveſti- 
gate the validity of your CONCLUSIONS, You re- 
member, fir, your deſign was to prove that Mr. 
Brothers « is really inſpired, and to prove, it 
thus; © He tells us that ſuch, a thing i is ſo 
and ſo—as he has it from God. ” You © take his 
clue and lead us on from one ſtep to another 
till you come at the concluſion with which he 
ſets out; ” and endeavour to thew that the, pre- 
d ictions he has given are virtually and really con- 
rained i in the ſcriptures you have produced ; and 
in ſuch manner to conne& your «arguments with 
his affirmations that they. ſhall mutually ſupport, 
corroborate and confirm each other; that ſo 
your analyſis ſhall give evidence to the authen- 
ticity of his inſpiration? J 
But, ir, if you, by the << ordinary exertion of 
human ſagacity,” have diſcovered the ſame things 
that he predicted, how can you prove that be did 
not diſcover thoſe things by the exertion of che 


ſame ſagacity ?—If ou have found theſe things 


withour inſpiration, * might not Mr. B. do the 
ſame? 


Indeed it appears to me that all the famous 


predictions on which you found the proof of his 


— are © notiupg male s than forced and ar- 
bitrary 
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bitrary applications of certain texts which have 
really no relation to the times and circumſtances 
to which they are applied. 

Again, not only is your analyſis to © give 
evidence to the authenticity of his inſpiration z” 
but you alſo propoſe that © the aſſertion on his 
part ſhall e converſo bear witneſs to the fidelity of 
your interpretations.” But is not this reaſoning in 
a circle? If his inſpiration refs on your analyſis 
ſurely it cannot ſupport it: or if your interpreta- 
tions reſt on his authority, neither can zbey ſup- 
port that. The ſame thing cannot at once be 
both foundation and ſuperſtructure. On the 
contrary I rather conclude, that your interpreta- 
tions having no better ſupport than his authority, 
and his authority no better ſupport than your in- 
terpretations, both muſt fall together. If neither 
can ſupport itſelf, neither can ſupport the other, 

It. I now come, fir, after conſidering your ar- 
guments in favour of the miſſion of Mr. Brothers, 
to ſtate my objections againſt it; and the charges 
I have to exhibit are—preſumption, ignorance, ar- 
tifice and falſehood. . Taha 

1. PRESUMPTION. I do not intend merely the 
preſumption of pretending to inſpiration, becauſe 
I would hope that even Brothers believes himſelf 
to be inſpired: But the inſtances I refer to are 
ſuch as muſt ſtrike every ſerious mind with hor- 
ror, I mean—aſſuming the peculiar characters 

D 2 of 


\ 


( 28.) 

of the Meſſiah, and applying to himſelf ſome. of 
the moſt illuſtrious prophecies reſpecting him. I 
will name but one.— Deut. xviii. 15. Moles ſays, 
„The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a 
prophet, from the midſt of thee of thy brethren, 
LIKE UNTO ME unto him ye ſhall hearken.“ Not 
only Brothers applies this to himſelt*, but even 
you, fir, endeavour to ſupport by a very curious 
compariſon between Moſes and this new prophet ; 
for as Moſes aſcended from the ark of bull- 
ruſhes, ſo did Mr. Brothers riſe from a ſhip, hav- - 
ing been bred to the navy+!” Admirable compa- 
riſon between a new born infant and a lieutenant 
in the navy ! between an ark of bull-ruſhes and a 
man of war! St. Peter however ſays, that in this 

paſſage Moſes referred to the times of the Meſſiah, 
and prophecied of him ; and I hope I need not 
Inform the reader how much more ſtriking is the 
parallel between Moſes and Jeſus, than between 
Moſes and Mr. Brothers. St. Paul hath pointed 
out ſome particulars $; and ſeveral others muſt 
ſuggeſt themſelves to readers of the leaſt atten- 
tion; ſuch as the wonderful preſervation of both 
in infancy—coming out of Egypt—faſting forty 
days—inſtituting a new diſpenſation, and working 
miracles to ſupport it, 


* Revealed Knowledge, B. 2. p. 65, 
+ Tet. ip. 6. 1 Ay. 
$ Heb, ili. 
Not 
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Not to mention the ridiculous character of 
« God Almighty's Nephew,” which you endea- 
vour to explain away—He is „the Man whoſe 
name is the Brancn,” in Iſaiah; Micnazr, the 
Prince, in Daniel; the Stoner of Peace, in Haggaiz 
EL1jJan the Prophet, in Malachi, &c. &c. In a 
word, he ſtiles himſelf in his letter to you, The 
man that will be revealed to the Hebrews as their 
PRINCE, and to all nations as their Governor.” 
But in the new Edition of his ſecond book“, as if 
he could not ſufficiently outrage decency and 
common ſenſe, he calls himſelf “the Lams upon 
M6unt Sion,” and his few deluded followers, 
the “ hundred and forty and four thouſand re- 
deemed” ones that attend him.—Inſolent blaſ- 
phemer ! wert thou crucified for us ? 

Another inſtance of horrid preſumption, is in 
attempting to alter the Scriptures to ſuit his pur- 
poſe, and his blaſphemous pretenſion to a com- 
miſſion for this purpoſe. Thus he repreſents the 
Lord as ſaying to him“ There is no other man 
under the whole heaven, that I reveal the errors of 
the Bible to, and reveal a knowledge how to correct 
them+. But if any one preſume to diſpute his 
oracles, he pronounces them guilty of the ſin 
againſt the Holy Spirit, and fulminates his curſes 
liberally againſt them . 


u“ P. 98. + Rev. Know. B. 2. Preface. 
+ Ibid. p. 56. 
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The laſt (but not leaft) inſtance I ſhall give 
of his arrogance and preſumption, is in pretend- 
ing to a power, by virtue of his prayers, to ac- 
cellerate or delay the divine decrees ; and to ſuſ- 
pend, poſtpone, or haſten the deſtruction of na- 
tions at his pleaſure. It is true, that the prayers 
of a righteous man avail much, and that the Lord 
ſometimes ſuſpends, or delays, his judgments at 
the interceſſion of his people. But to aſſume a 
| power of doing this, is, I am ſure, what no true 
Prophet ever pretended to, and to boaſt that he 
has with God, a pre-eminence of favour to all 
men that ever were upon earth” is, I am certain, 


far from the character of a ſecond Moſes. 
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2d. IoNORANCE is my ſecond charge. But by 
this I do not merely intend the want of human 
ſcience and literature, which is, however, ſuffi- 
ciently evident, his works being, as you confeſs, 
< replete with grammatical faults ; deſtitute alike 
of harmony, of arrangement, and elegance of 
diction.” Nor do I mean the Ignorance of lan- 
guages, though it ſeems highly requiſite that a 
man who is to collect the Jews out of all Nations 
and lead them into their own land, ſhould at leaſt 
underſtand Hebrew, But I mean Ignorance of 
divinity and the Scriptures. The latter is ſuffi- 
ciently obvious in all Mr. B's citations and e- 
Poſitions z and of the former I think we have a 
particular inſtance (if it be not ſomething worſe) 
in 


. 

in his citing a number of texts referring to the 
divinity of Chriſt“; apparently to prove that 
Jeſus could not be the Max whoſe name is the 
Branch, or the PRo HEA like unto Moſes; whereas 
all theſe ideas are, by the generality of Chriſtians, 
thought perfectly conſiſtent, and Mr. B. has not 
attempted to ſhew the contrary . | 4 

3d. I accuſe Mr, B. of AR TIrIcE. You have 
given a decided opinion, that Uprightneſs of 
intention and candour of ſoul breathe: through: 
every line of his compoſition :** and that, f it 
were poſſible, he ſhould deceive others — he is him«. 
ſelf che firſt victim of the deception};” On the 
other hand, both his conduct and his writings, 
ſuch as they are, ſeem to me full of artifice and 
diſingenuouſneſs. By fixing on the preſent times, 
and moſt intereſting objects, he ſucceſsfully ex- 
cites the public attention; yet he is very cautious 
in fixing dates, and when he does, by pretending 


* Rey. Know. B. ii. p. 66, 67. 


+ Pardon me, Sir, in remarking that you have diſcovered 
an Ignorance of the ſtate of religious opinions in this country. 
which I ſhould not have expected from a man of your reading. 
You ſay, (p., 37.) © I ſincerely hope there is no man in this 
country who will openly deny, that Jeſus Chriſt is God Al- 
mighty.” There are thouſands, many of whom are con- 
tinually and openly preaching and writing againſt that pro- 
poſition ; and I an aſtoniſhed you ſhould not know it, 


t Teſt, p. 8. 
to 
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to the power above-mentioned, of protrating 
the divine judgments, he artfully provides againſt 
_ diſappointment ; or, if that ſhould fail to ſatisfy 
ſome of his followers, by pretending a miſſion to 
Jeruſalem, he contrives a retreat to a ſufficient 
diſtance, though from ſome preſent circumſtances 
it ſeems doubtful, whether he will be able to 
avail himſelf of this laſt expedient. 

There appears, likewiſe, a ſtudied ambiguity in 
many of his expreſſions : I ſhall give an inſtance 
from his letter to Mr. Pitt *, which he conſiders 
as a prediction of the late acquitals ; but it 1s, 
in reality, no ſuch thing: it only aſſerts that 
the accuſed perſons, were INNOCENT, which he 
might have-perſiſted in 2 even if they had 
been caſt and hanged. 

Before I leave this head, I cannot help ſmiling 
at one or two more of Mr. B's artifices, which 
are too thinly diſguiſed to paſs with the moſt cre- 
dulous. 

When our Prophet firſt ſet up, it ſeems, he 
attempted to imitate the beautiful ſimplicity of 
the Scripture ſtile; but finding this too difficult 
for his ſlender abilities, he preſently contrived 
a revelation from God to ſanction his neglect of 
it, and inform him that it was not neceſſary +. 


Rev. Know, B. 2, Append, + Ib. Pref. 
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Once more, when the Printer, finding his Ma- 
nuſcript full of treaſonable matter, very properly 
refuſed to print it, and he was therefore obliged 
to ſuppreſs ſome paſſages, he tells us, very grave- 
ly, „for which the Lord God commands me ta 
keep back the additional information that other- 
wiſe would be given*;” as if it required an Oracle 
from Heaven, to make him withhold what he 
could not publiſh ! TE 

4. My laſt charge againſt your Prophet is, that 
of FaLszH00p. Among the great variety of pre- 
dictions he has delivered, it would be wonderful, 
indeed, iſ none of them proved true, eſpecially 
as the ſame things (the defeat of the allies, &c.) 
were foretold by others, on principles, purely po- 
litical, and in much clearer terms, But the fol- 
lowing have, I think, failed; and therefore, in 
a greater or leſs degree, confront Mr, B's preten- 
tions to infallibility. 

In the ſecond part of Revealed Knowledge, 
publiſhed April, 1794, he ſays, The orders of the 
Emperor in the Netherlands are, if the Auſtrian 
army ſhould be defeated, to acknowledge the 
French Republic, and make an immediate peace 
on the beſt terms that can be obtained +.” That 
the Emperor has made ſome efforts is, perhaps, 
true; but he has neither acknowledged the French 
Republic, nor made a peace; much leſs is it pro- 


* Rev. Know, B, 2. p. 63+ +P, 12, 13. | 
| E bable, 
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bable, that he gave any ſuch Orders before his 
army was defeated. 

In another part of the ſame publication he pro- 
ceeds, The Dutch will acknowledge the French 
Republic, and alſo make a haſty peace with it *.“ 
On the contrary, they made no peace with France, 
but the country was taken by Con queſt, before 
they acknowledged the French Republic. 

Again, ſpeaking of the Britiſh Army on the Con- 
tinent, he predicts, that they ſhould be diſarmed 
and ſent home by the Emperor; and their General, 
which was the Duke of York, detained}; whereas, 
on the contrary, the Army are yet behind, although 
their General hath long ſince returned. 

Theſe, Sir, are my accuſations againſt Mr. 
Brothers; and, if I am not miſtaken, even your- 
ſelf, whoſe ingenuity is, on all hands, confeſſed, 
will not find it eaſy to refute them, or vindicate 
him ; and I begin to ſuſpe& that you will hardly 
wiſh to do either; for, however you may have 
been impoſed upon by his former publications, I 
hope his laſt will cure moſt of his admirers : for 
no Chriſtian ears, I think, can bear the blaſ. 
phemy of his pretending to be the LAu of Gon 
nor any good Subject endure his arrogant treaſon, 
in demanding of his lawful Prince, the furrender 
of the crown and ſceptre into his hands 4. | 


Rev. Know. b. 2, p. 19 bid, p. 13. 
1 Append. to Rev. Know. b. 2, p. 100, 
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Here, fir, I might conclude in your own very 
emphatic words“ If I have not triumphantly 
proved” this prophet to be a falſe one, then 1 
think © there is neither meaning in language, nor 
concluſion in logic.” However, fir, as I have 
taken the liberty of thus publicly addreſſing you, 
I hope to be indulged in adding a few other re- 
marks by way of forming a pertinent concluſion, 

And firft, I ſhall repeat an obſervation of your 
own, that times of calamity are peculiarly 
fertile in viſions and prognoſtications, predictions 
and prophecies, When the minds of men are 
ſoftened by the preſſure or apprehenſion of ac- 
cumulating evils, then is the moment for the 
ſalutary warnings of the internal monitor, and the 
cautionary voice of the ſpiritual guide. The 
great maſs of the people, too fore with their ſuf- 
ferings not to graſp at any offer of conſolation, 


and too credulous to form accurate notions of the divi- 


nity of its origin is eaſily worked upon by every ſpe- 
cies of oracular pretenſion: and we all know that 
when men are once ſteadily perſuaded of the au- 
thenticity of a prophecy they are almoſt inyo- 
luntarily led to perform their part towards its com- 
pletion. The preſent moment teems with theſe 
anticipations of futurity, beyond the example of 
every former period. Unfortunately, whatever 
be the deſigns or merits of the various diſſemina- 


tors of theſe oracles, they are at leaſt uniform in 
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the melancholy ſtrain of their predictions, and it 
| behoves every well regulated government to attend 
minutely to the irritation theſe forebodings may 
produce in the public mind, For if their doc- 
_ trines be well founded, we have not an inſtant 
to loſe in adopting a complete reverſion of both 
our moral and political ſyſtem; if they be fal- 
lacious, no pains ſhould be ſpared to undeceive 
the victims of their impoſition, and no puniſhment 
can be 100 ſevere for the atrocious criminality of 
their propagators®,” 
. I cordially acquieſce in the whole of this pa- 
ragraph except the laſt ſentence, I conceive ſome 
puniſhments might be too ſevere, even for an im- 
poſtor; but I do not think that it could be 
thought ſo, te forward Mr. Brothers out of the 
Country in his paſſage toward Jeruſalem, whither 
he propoſes to lead the Jews. 
With reſpect to the queſtion, If Mr. B. be not 
a prophet what is he? I do not think it incum- 
bent on me to decide. Whether he be a lunatic 
or an impoſtor is of little conſequence, except to 
himſelf; but I am rather inclined to a third ſup- 
| Poſition, that he is an enthuſiaſt, properly ſo, and 
that, as you ſay, he is himſelf the firſt victim 
of his own deluſion. 'One remark, however, I 
would add, that many a one who has begun an 


© Teſtimony, p. 5. 
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_ enthuſiaſt has ended an impoſtor. At firſt de- 
luded by the warmth of his own imagination; 
when he has found the conſequences flattering to 
his intereſt or ambition, he has continued to de- 
ceive others, after that deluſion has ſubſided as 
to himſelf..——Whether this be the caſe with 
Brothers I determine not; but I have obſerved an 
unhappy progreſſion of turpitude and blaſphemy 
in his ſucceſſive publications, and that the laſt 
has been uniformly the worſt, 

Since falſe predictions are of that dangerous 
tendency which you have obſerved, it is cer- 
tainly of conſequence to be guarded againſt them 
and I know of nothing ſo likely to preſerve us 
from ſuch impoſitions as an accurate acquaintance 
with the genuine prophecies of ſcripture. Had 
you been prepared for the examination of Bro- 
thers with this ſtudy, inſtead of your Hindoo re- 


ſearches, I perſuade myſelf you would not have 


been ſo eaſily deluded, nor expoſed to ſo much ri- 
dicule, Mr. B. might perhaps paſs for a won- 
derful ſage among the poor heathen natives of 
Hindoſtan, and his works bear to be enrolled 
among zheir ſcriptures ; but they look very con- 
temptible and ridiculous in company with the ve- 
nerable prophets of the Hebrews, whoſe ſtile is 
as much ſuperior to his as the great Meſhah of 
whom they ſpeak, is to his humble prophet 

Richard Brothers. S 
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If it be ſaid, that ſome ic or guide is neceſſary 
to unlock their myſtic import, and unfold their 
ſacred allegories, permit me to recommend for 
this purpoſe the admirable diſſertations of biſhop 
Newton, a man well “ diſciplined” in theſe ſtudies, 
and whoſe explications, generally ſpeaking, are to 
thoſe of prophet Brothers, as the clearneſs of 
prophetic viſion to the confuſed dreams of lu- 
nacy. 

J will trouble you with but one other obſerva- 
tion, and I am forry to ſay, it muſt accuſe you— 
accuſe you of an injury to the ſcriptures—an in- 
jury for which I am perſuaded you will be ſorry, 
if you come duly to conſider it ; but which I fear 
it will not be in your power to repair. By be- 
coming the advocate of Brothers and his Miſſion, 
you have ranked him with the genuine prophets 
of the ſcriptures, and ſubjected them to that ridi- 
cule and contempt in common with him, which 
he alone merits; and given much occaſion to the 
enemies of revelation to blaſpheme it. It is there- 
fore a material part of my intention to diſtinguiſh 
theſe, and to ſhew that the objections by which 
theſe falſe prophecies are detected, have no force 
* againſt thoſe that are genuine; but rather on the 
contrary confirm them, inaſmuch as counterfeit 
coin always implies the exiſtence of that which is 
ſterling. 

But as theſe conſiderations cannot with any par- 
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ticular propriety be addreſſed to you, who diſcover 
no ſymptoms of infidelity. I rather chuſe to throw 
them into an appendix; and ſhall conclude this 
letter with cautioning you not to be deluded by 
your prophetic as you have been by your political 
taſter ; ſince I fear there is no more hope of your 
being either © governor of India, or preſident of 
the board of controul in England*,” than there 
was of your being paid for voting againſt the peace 
and liberties of your country. 

I am, Sir, 
With much reſpect, 
For your learning and abilities, 
Yours, &c. 


The Lord God commands me to ſay to you, Nathaniel 
Braſſey Halhed, that as you are reviled and conſidered by your 
former acquaintance as ruined and loſt, for ſpeaking the truth 
as he hath manifeſted it unto to you, for publiſhing your Teſ- 
timony of ae, his ſervant, you ſhall by the expiration of three 
months from this day ¶ February 20, 1795] have your choice 
of being either Governor general of India, or Prefident of ths 
Beard of Controul in Englaud. x 

| Appendix to Rev. Know. b. a, p. 1022 


APPENDIX. 


XA R. Hunt ſays, very juſtly, that “ all prophe- 
cies are real miracles; and as ſuch only, 
ean be admitted as proofs of any revelation. If 
it did not exceed the capacity of human nature to 
foretel future events, it would be abſurd to em- 
ploy any prophecy as an argument for a divine 
miſſion or authority from Heaven; ſo that upon 
the whole we may conclude, that the chriſtian re- 
ligion not only was at firſt attended with miracles, 
but even at this day cannot be believed by any 
' reaſonable perſon without one.“ 
Mr. Hume was the great apoſtle of Infidelity, 
and his Eſay on Miracles above cited, is certainly 
the maſter piece of all deiſtical writings. The 
deſign of the above paſſage is evidently to ſubject 
prophecy to the ſame laws and objections as mi- 
racles, and to call for this evidence in the preſent 
day. 
The evidence of ſcripture prophecy does not 
reſt on a few ſingle predictions ſcattered through the 
Bible, but on a regular chain or ſeries of prophecies 
intimately 


* | 
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intimately connected, and extending nearly from 
the beginning to the end of time. Theſe pro- 
phecies comprehend the following objects. 

1. The worLD at large. They point out the 
different nations by which the world was peopled, 
and their various ſucceſſive revolutions. Neab, 
for inſtance, foretold the pre-eminence of Shem's 
poſterity, and the ſubjection of Ham's, which 
was wonderfully fulfilled in the riſe and proſpe- 
rity, both civil and religions, of the Jews, and 
the deſtruction of the Canaanites and Egyptians; 
alſo the prodigious extent of Japhet's territory, 
from whom ſprung the Greeks, Romans, moſt of 
the Europeans, great part of the inhabitants of 
Aſia, and the © northern hive.“ Several of the 
prophets foretold in terms of wonderful exactneſs, 
the fates of Babylon, Tyre, and other ancient 
cities, Daniel} has, both in the viſions of the 
golden image and che four beaſts, depicted the 
fate of the four grand monarchies, all which have 
given, or ſhall give, place to the glorious and 
peaceable kingdom of the Meſſiah, 1 as 

(2.) They particularly foretel the hiſtory of 
the Jews. Even to Abraham, above' 400 years 
before the event, God revealed the ſojourning and 
oppreſſion of his poſterity, with their deliverance 
therefrom. Jacob pointed out the different ſitua- 


tions and fortunes of the twelve tribes. Moſes 
I F foretold 
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fortold the conſequent miſeries and diſperſion of 
the Jews, in the moſt circumſtantial manner, 
Both the old and new teſtament abound with aſ- 
ſurances of the Jews being once more gathered 
together, of their being humbled and converted, 
and afterwards reſtored to their own land again. 

(3.) The Mess1an is another grand object of 
[theſe prediftions : © to him give all the prophets 
witneſs.“ They deſcribe his character, miſſion 
and miracles, with the moſt material circum» 
ſtances attendant on his birth, life, miniſtry, ſuf- 
ferings, death, reſurrection and aſcent to glory, 
They foretel the ſucceſs of his doctrine, the ſuf- 
ferings of his followers, and his final triumph in 
the ſubjection of the whole world to his ſpiritual 
dominion. They add ſuch limitations of time to 

- theſe predi&ions, as confine the events to the 
period in which they were fulfilled. 

(4.) Finally, we have very expreſs diſcoveries 
of the riſe, growth and overthrow of ropERT, and 
that ſyſtem of eccleſiaſtical tyranny by which it 

was ſupported. Theſe accounts are chiefly con- 
_ tained in the prophet Daniel, ſome of St. Paul's 
epiſtles, and the Revelation of St. John; which 
laſt is the moſt particular, and contains in itſelf a 
tegular and compact ſeries of prophecies from the 
cloſe of the firſt century, about which time it was 
written, to the end of the world, | 
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In the ſmall compaſs of theſe few pages, the 
Reader will not expect me to adduce proofs o f ſo 
many particulars, nor is it neceſſary, as the Reader 
may find abundant evidence of them all in the ex- 
cellent diſſertations of Bp. Newton above repeat- 
edly referred to. | | 

Let us now ſee what can be oppoſed to this 
mals of evidence. Mr. Hume inſiſts that no 
human teſtimony is ſufficient to eſtabliſh a miracle, 
unleſs the teſtimony be of ſuch a kind that its 
falſchood would be more miraculous than the fact 
which it endeavours to eſtabliſh.” A moſt un- 
reafonable demand, which ſets down all human 
teſtimony for nothing! And at the ſame time an 
egregious ſophiſm; for no falſehood can be mi- 
raculous, nor can one miracle be more miraculous 
than another. To form the argument fairly, the 
word © miraculous” ſhould be exchanged for in- 
credible, and on this ground we are ready to meet 
it, in reference to that ſpecies of miracles before 
us——Prophecy. 

That the Deity has a foreknowlege of human 
events, and is therefore able to reveal them to 
mankind, are propoſitions I ſhall venture to take 
for granted; and that ſuch a revelation implies 
nothing abſolutely inconſiſtent, either with itſelf 
or with the moral perfections of the Deity, is 
what I apprehend few readers will be diſpoſed te 
litigate, Let me then aſk is the doctrine of 
F 2 | prophetic 
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prophetic | revelation equally inconſiſtent and ab- 
ſurd with ſuppoſing that human foreſight could 
predict ſo many thouſand circumſtances—many of 
them minute—many very unlikely many appa- 
rently inconſiſten. many at very remote diſtance, 
and yet all verified in fat? Or is it not till 
more ridiculous and abſurd to imagine ſuch an in- 
finite number of ſtrange coincidences happened 
by accident. What! does chance produce ſyſ- 
tematic regularity, harmony, and uniformity ? 
Surely it is going but one ſtep farther to attribute 
to it the beautiful univerſe around us, 
But is there no way of evading this evidence? 
Tt has been attempted, and I fear Mr. Halhed's 
pamphlet will induce many to attempt it. The 
Krange and arbitrary manner in which he has ap- 
plied the prophecies may lead many to conclude 
them ambiguous, vague, and indeterminate, 
This objection can apply only to ſuch as are ſym- 
bolical; and thoſe are far from that degree of un- 
certainty charged upon them. It is remarkable 
that while critics and commentators are divided 
into innumerable opinions on ſome hiſtoric paſ- 
ſages, they are almoſt unanimous on the viſions of 
Daniel reſpecting the four monarchies. Nay ſo 
clear and expreſs were they thought by Porphyry 
in the third century, and his diſciple Collins in the 
preſent, that they have agreed to ſuppoſe them 
forged after the events. 

i | Happily 
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- Happily, however, this pretence is as indeſen- 
ſible as the other, There 1s the fulleſt hiſtorical 
evidence that they were extant before the time of 
Alexander the Great *, and what puts the idea of 
a ſubſequent forgery quite out of countenance is, 
that part of theſe prophecies have been fulfilled 
ſince the time of Porphyry ; namely, that parr 
which relates to the diviſion of the Roman Em- 
pire into ten parts anſwerable to the ten horns of 
the beaſt; and the riſe and reign of Antichriſt, 
the little horn. 

Nor is this the only inſtance of prophecy ful- 
filled in modern times. So far from it, every 
age witneſſes the fidelity of the ſcriptures, , Not 
to inſiſt on the preſent ſtate of the Jews, which 
Mr. Addiſen conſidered as one of the ſtrongeſt 
evidences of chriſtianity, our own times have wit- 
neſſed an event full and directly to our purpoſe, 

In the Revelation of John, chap. xi, 13. we 
read, And the fame hour [of the reſurrection of 
the witneſſes, who repreſent all the Lord's people, 
both of the clergy and laity ; the ſame hour] there 
was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
city fell, and in the earthquake were ſlain of men 
[Greek, names of men] ſeven thouſand; and the 
remnant were affrighted and gave glory to the 
God of heaven.” An earthquake is, in prophetic 
language, a revolution; and the tenth part of the 

See Bp. Newton's Introduction to Diſſertation i. & 15. 

city 
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eity is one of thoſe ten kingdoms into which the 
Roman empire was divided, which ſeems very 
likely to intend France, which was the tenth or 
laft of them, Now it is very remarkable that 
from this paſſage Monſ, Furieu , a French pro- 
teſtant miniſter about 1687, predicted a revolu- 
tion in France, between 1785 and 1795, anſwer- 
ing in many remarkable points to what we have 
ſeen accompliſhed; particularly an abolition of all 
vain titles, armorial bearings, and eccleſiaſtical 
orders; and the iutroduction (after ſome time) of 
univerſal peace, proſperity and religion. 

So far as this has been accompliſhed it ſeems no 


contemptible confirmation on the truth of fa- 


cred prophecy; and the remaining part ſo well 
correſponds with the preſent appearances of af- 
fairs, as to encourage our hope, that the reſt will 
be as punctually fulfilled. And when they are fo, 
when theſe two grand predictions of the fall of 
Babylon and the converſion of the Jews ſhall be 
- accompliſhed, prophetic evidence will ſhine with 
unexampled and irreſiſtable ſplendour; and no 
Coubt greatly contribute to the univerſal ſpread of 
the pure and peaceable doctrines of — 
throughout the world. 

Theſe remarks might have been. confiderably 
extended, with advantage to our argument; but 


* Accompliſhment of the Scripture Prophecies. 
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as I-have made ſome other obſervations on this 
ſubject in another tract *, and with rather to in- 
duce and aſſiſt my readers to think and reaſon for 
themſelves, than to exhauſt the ſubje& by my re- 
flections, I conclude this Appendix with my 
warmeſt wiſhes for the progreſs of free enquiry, 
and the eſtabliſhment of ſacred truth.—** GREAT 

Is THE TRUTH AND SHALL PREVAIL !“ Amen. 


» The Age of Infidelity, in anſwer to Thomas Paine's Age 
of Reaſon—where are proofs adduced of ſome of the above 


propoſitions, and farther remarks on this and the other evi- 
dences of Chriſtianity. 
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CRITICAL REVIEW. 
« THE benevolent deſign of the Author in counter - 
acting the influence of the gloomy Calviniſtic doctrine, 
reſpecting the future deſtination of Infants, is truely com- 


mendable. His replies are judicious and ſatisfactory,” 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS MAGAZINE. 


« WE ſhould have much doubted the nedeſſity of ſuch 
an attempt as this, in, the po-ſent. day, if the author had 
not mentioned it as a known fact, that ſome good people 
on the loſs of children have felt great anxiety about their 
future ſtate, and that an attempt has lately been made to 
prove that infants may be eternally miſerable. What ideas 
mult they have of God who can believe ſuch a doctrine? 
And what motives can they have that is not truly diabo- 
lical, for attempting to propagate it? However, ſince the 
oaſe is as it is, the author of this piece has undertakena truly 

2 benevolent 


